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of others, instead of continued solitary encounter
with " obstinate  questionings,"  might help, one
hoped, to practical answers; and although neither
of the rival paths was wholly acceptable, perhaps
the   more  obvious   self - sacrifice involved,  com-
mended one of them to some inherited share of
Puritan temper.     I remembered too the maxim
of Descartes, which enjoined acceptance of one's
spiritual inheritance, until some good reason for
rejecting or modifying  it  should  appear.     The
"crede, ut intelligas" of St Augustine was here
to be preferred to the " intellige, ut eredas" of
the rival maxim.    Then, as between the disrupt
portions  of the Church of Scotland, progressive
theological   science   and   philanthropic  enterprise
seemed   to   juvenile   enthusiasm   to   find   their
most hopeful home in a religious organism that
was self-contained, and independent of the con-
tingencies  of national  support.     Family feeling,
too   (for   the   manse   family   were   among   the
separatists), the personal magnetism of Chalmers,
and sympathy with those who made apparently
the  larger  sacrifice, were  all, I think, auxiliary
motives.

I was at the manse in Lome during May 1843,
contemplating the Disruption at a distance.     Irbid national ac-
